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Many museums, research institutes, and universities have al-
ready cataloged the works and materials in their holdings, and
are working to rapidly digitalize these and build archives that al-
low users to immediately search this data when needed. What
type of society promotes the development of such archives?
Also, while archives make it possible for people to immediately
acquire the information they need, is this the only function that
they serve? This research, which is based on studies conducted
by researchers who were NHK research staff of the second-term
archive trial, discusses the relationship between historical re-
cords of arts programs and social values that were uncovered by
browsing the NHK archives. Further, it explores the future out-
look for archives, which could conceivably be affected by such
issues as contents-business, and museum management. The
study presents one aspect of the changes that have occurred in
Japan’s arts programs and examines the archival system that

made these possible.
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