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In Japan exhibitions sponsored by newspaper companies,
television stations, and other mass media organizations are
frequently held, and they attract large numbers of visitors.
Exhibitions that are sponsored by the mass media are called
media-event exhibitions. Such exhibitions are almost unheard of
in the United States and Europe. Why is it that media-event
exhibitions came to be held in Japan? One of the reasons cited
by the author so far is that in the Meiji period (1868-1912)
newspaper companies inevitably had to aim to be nonpartisan.
Wondering whether that was really the only reason, however, the
author decided to study the matter further. Looking back at art
exhibitions organized by newspaper companies, which were the
first mass media, the author confirmed how the Japanese formed
their values during and after the Meiji period and also investigated
the relationship between artists and the mass media. As a result,
the author understood that Japan’s unique exhibition system,
which has presented the main exhibitions in the country so far, is
inseparably linked to the modemization of Japan.
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