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In recent years, digitial technology has enabled works of arts
to be replicated with detailed precision. Use of the internet has
spread concurrently, making possible the swift display of such
replicas to a massive audience. Within these circumstances, my
paper considers the significance of viewing the originals of
works of arts.

First of all, I will begin with the notion of the “detachment of
aura” as expressed by Walter Benjamin in “The Work of Art in
an Age of Mechanical Reproduction,” then examine other
perspectives on that concept. Next, while discussing works of
artists such as Marcel Duchamp who combined replication and
artistic expression, I will consider replication technologies. Due
to the complexity of positioning original works of art that employ
replication technologies, however, the concept of “original”
cannot be facilely defined.

Furthermore, while incorporating the perspectives of John
Dewey and Jean Baudrillard, I will point out how art is being
negotiated within modern society. We can understand the
viewing of original works of art as being positioned as a truly
rare experience within modern society.
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